SCHOOL MEDIA AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM STANDARDS: WHAT A SCHOOL MEDIA AND EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM SPECIALIST MUST KNOW AND BE ABLE TO DO

Specialists demonstrate expertise in the development of environments that support learning and teaching through the application of principles from instructional systems design, message design, instructional strategies, and learner characteristics.  They emphasize the importance of process, ability to comprehend and apply learning theories, selection of instructional models and the use and effectiveness of experiential background in specific learning situations, and outcomes or performance-based assessment. These are the process technologies of the discipline.

They create instructional materials using print, audiovisual, computer-based, and integrated technologies to embed within engaging learning experiences.  Specialists build a foundation for the development and use of various instructional materials.  They promote high learner interactivity and technologically diverse learning environments. These are the product technologies of the discipline.

Specialists use processes and resources for learning by applying theories of media utilization, diffusion, implementation, and policy-making.  They provide students with learning materials, guidance and assessments of results to promote continuous growth.  Specialists emphasize the implementation and adherence to policies and regulations of Educational Technology such as web-based instruction and copyright law. They are held to ethical and professional standards of practice.

Specialists plan, organize, coordinate, and supervise school media environments through the application of project, resource, delivery system, and information management.  They manage and evaluate information monitoring systems.  Specialists utilize a variety of organizational methods to provide learning resources for both teachers and students.  Specialists monitor and measure the efficiency of necessary resources such as facilities and technical support, often in collaboration with teachers and other school personnel.

They evaluate the efficiency of instruction and learning through problem analysis, criterion-referenced measurement, formative and summative evaluation, and long-range planning.  Specialists continuously gather, analyze and evaluate instructional methods, including applications of process and product technologies, to modify and improve future instructional methods.

1For the full text of the Standards for the Accreditation of School Media Specialist and Educational Technology Specialist Programs of the Association for Educational Communications and Technology, visit http://www.ncate.org/public/programStandards.asp?ch=4#AECT
