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Florence Martin is Professor in the Instructional
Systems Technology program at the University
of North Carolina, Charlotte. She received her
Doctorate and Master's in Educational
Technology from Arizona State University. She
has worked on instructional design projects for
Shooolini Univ., Viridis Learning, Maricopa
Community College District, Intel, Cisco, and
Arizona State University. Her research focuses
on designing and integrating online learning
environments (OLE) to improve learner
motivation and engagement to achieve
effectiveness in learning.
Victoria Lowell is Associate Professor in the
Learning Design and Technology program at
Purdue University. She received her PhD in
Education from Regent University, with a dual
foci in Distance Education and Higher
Education Institutional Policy. She holds a
Master’s in Educational Technology from the
University of Hawaii, a teaching certification in
secondary education and various technology
related certifications. Her research interests
include online education, social and
collaborative learning, self-efficacy, authentic
learning, and leading and managing online
programs.
Rebecca M. Reese is an Online Learning
Experience Designer for the Trefny Innovation
and Instruction Center at Colorado School of
Mines. She received her PhD in Instructional
Design and Development from the University
of South Alabama. Her primary research
focuses on the implementation of emerging
technologies and application of Universal
Design for Learning to improve online
accessibility. She has served as a mentor in
for the AECT Internship Program and Design
Showcase.

AECT Board Rep:
Linda Campion

Communications Officer:
Tugce Aldemir (Interim)

Board Member: Awards
Larisa A. Olesova

Linda Campion is an Associate Director in
the Student Affairs Assessment, Retention
& Research Department at East Carolina
University. She received her PhD in
Technology from Purdue University as well
as her MBA. Her research interests
pertain to leadership, advancing the field
of Distance Learning, and the success of
first generation college students. Along
with representing DDL on the AECT Exec
and Board of Directors, Linda is a pastPresident of DDL, past Chair of the
Leadership Development Committee, and
past Co-Planner for the AECT
International Conferences years 2015 2018.

Tugce Aldemir is a fourth-year PhD
candidate in the Learning, Design and
Technology Program at Pennsylvania
State University. She is also a graduate
research assistant in the Teaching and
Learning with Technology (TLT) at Penn
State. Her research interests include
computer-supported collaborative
learning, and socio-emotional interaction
and regulation in collaborative learning
environments. Her dissertation focuses
on developing a new model of socioemotional competence to inform
metacognitive and socio-metacognitive
expertise or modify the existing models to
broaden the scope to include socioemotional interactional patterns.
Larisa A. Olesova is a Senior
Instructional Designer and adjunct
professor specializing in distance
education at George Mason University.
She received her Ph.D. in Learning Design
and Technology from Purdue University.
She also has a doctorate in General
Education and a masters in English
Language and Literature from NorthEastern Federal University in Russia. Her
research focuses on the effectiveness of
instructional strategies in online learning
environments, the Community of Inquiry
(CoI), and best practices in online
teaching.
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Board Member: Recorder
Megan C. Murtaugh
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officio: GSA Liaison
Meina Zhu

Laura Gray holds degrees in Secondary
Education and School Counseling, and her
PhD is in Instructional Design from Capella
University with an emphasis in online
learning. She has taught in Higher Ed as
an 'adjunctpreneur' for various Universities
for the last six years and serves as a
course coordinator and developer with the
University of the West Indies. Her research
interests include social presence in online
learning, constructs of self-regulated
learning, and transitioning from face-toface to online teaching.
Megan C. Murtaugh is an EdD candidate
in Instructional Technology and Distance
Education with a minor in curriculum
development at Nova Southeastern
University. She holds a Master’s degree
in Teaching from Sacred Heart University.
Megan’s background includes working as
a remote instructional designer in Higher
Ed and has 10+ years of teaching
experience in a variety of educational
settings. Her research interests include
sense of community among online
learners, authentic assessment, and
technology integration.

Meina Zhu is a fourth-year PhD
candidate in Instructional Systems
Technology program with a minor in
Human-computer Interaction Design at
Indiana University. She is also a
graduate research assistant in the
Learning Technologies at University
Information Technology Services (UITS)
at Indiana University. Her research
interests include online education,
MOOCs, self-directed learning, STEM
education, and active learning. Her
dissertation focuses on instructional
design for students’ self-directed
learning.

