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With a growing need for learning designers in higher education, learning audiences are relying 

on these professionals to enhance learners’ abilities to engage in critical thinking, complex 

problem solving, collaboration decision-making and development of self-awareness and 

executive functioning. Universal design for learning (UDL) is a framework that promotes the 

design of flexible learning environments to accommodate and support a variety of learner 

differences. It is important that learning designers adhere to principles that support a universal 

design for learning to support learners with a variety of learning needs. 

  

The increase in online instruction has posed challenges for learning designers in higher 

education, K-12, and business and industry. While studies have been conducted exploring the use 

of UDL principles, there is a paucity of research exploring the design challenges learning 

designers face adhering to UDL principles in an online environment. 

  

 Timeline for Special Issue 

  

May 15, 2020 Call for Proposals for the Special Issue on 

Universal Design for Online Learning is open. 



July 15, 2020 Outline of 750 word proposal of the proposed 

manuscript due to the Guest Editors. Please 

name your file by 

lastname_shortenedproposaltitle.  

Include all the authors’ names, affiliations and 

email addresses on the proposal. 

Email your proposal to Jill Stefaniak at 

jill.stefaniak@uga.edu. Put JAID-UDL in the 

Subject Line. 

August 15, 2020 Invitation to submit full manuscript sent to 

authors. 

Please Note: An invitation to submit a 

complete manuscript does not guarantee the 

manuscript will be published; all manuscripts 

must still undergo full peer review process. 

  

October 1, 2020 Full manuscript due. 

December 1, 2020 Reviews completed and author(s) notified of 

decision. 

February 1, 2021 Revised manuscript due. 

March 1, 2021 Feedback due to author on revised manuscript. 

April 1, 2021 Final manuscript accepted and sent to 

publisher. 

 

  

  

  

  

 

  



  

  

  

  

  

 


